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August 24, 2026
Habitual felon among 4 convicted during General Felony Team’s trial session

cuarcotTe, N.c. - The Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s General Felony Team convicted
four defendants during the team’s recent trial session. The proceedings, which began on
August 3, 2026, and concluded on August 17, 2026, were held in courtrooms 5110 and 5170
before the Honorable Donald R. Cureton Jr., the Honorable Timothy J. Rooks, and the
Honorable Roy T. Wijewickrama, Superior Court Judges.

Marshe Payne, 44, was tried for 1) first-degree kidnapping, 2) robbery with a dangerous
weapon, and 3) possession of a firearm by convicted felon. The jury found him guilty of
robbery with a dangerous weapon, not guilty of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon
and was unable to return a verdict on the kidnapping charge resulting in a hung jury. Payne
also admitted his status as a habitual felon. Judge Cureton sentenced Payne to 127-165 months
in prison.

Travis Hutchinson, 34, was tried for three counts of robbery with a dangerous weapon. The
jury found him not guilty.

Raymond Cureton, 58, pled guilty to two counts of burning personal property. Judge
Wijewickrama sentenced him to 20-33 months in prison.

Noah Chambers, 27, pled guilty to possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. Judge Rooks
sentenced him to 16-29 months in prison.

Hector Celis, 52, pled guilty to 1) breaking or entering with the intent to terrorize or injure and
2) assault on a female. Judge Cureton sentenced Celis to 6-17 months in prison; that sentence
was suspended pending his successful completion of 36 months of supervised probation. As a
condition of the probation, Celis must serve a split sentence of 90 days in jail.

Note: For more information about the District Attorney’s Office, visit www.charmeckda.com. For
updates and other information, follow @CharMeckDA on Facebook, X, & Instagram,

// End //

This news release was posted by the District Attorney at www.charmeckda.com/news. For more information, contact the DA’s Office at 704-686-0700.
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