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August 3, 2026 

 

Testimony of three survivors results in jury’s conviction of serial child molester  

 

CHARLOTTE, N .C .  – A serial child molester was among four defendants convicted during the 

Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s Felony Special Victims Team ’s recent trial session. 

The proceedings, which began on July 6, 2026, and concluded on July 21, 2026, were held in 

courtrooms 5110 and 5170, before the Honorable Carla N. Archie, the Honorable Reggie E. 

McKnight, and the Honorable Matthew B. Smith, Superior Court Judges.  

 

Rothwyn Pettiford, 47, was tried for six counts of statutory sex offense with a child by an 

adult. The jury found him guilty as charged. For three of the counts, Judge McKnight 

sentenced Pettiford to 300-420 months in prison. For the remaining counts, he received a 

consecutive sentence of 300-420 months in prison. Upon his release from prison, Pettiford 

must register as a sex offender for 30 years.  

 

One survivor testified that, beginning when they were 8 years old, Pettiford, who was a 

member of their extended family, would babysit them. The instances began at the defendant’s 

house but sometimes took place in the survivor’s family home during a time when Pettiford 

was living within the residence or babysitting.  Pettiford violated a position of trust on multiple 

occasions from 2008-2012 by having sexual contact with the survivor. He also gave the 

survivor numerous gifts, including video games, shoes, candy, and money.  

 

A second survivor, who was also 8 years old when Pettiford’s abuse began, testified that he 

followed the same pattern with them from 2019-2022. The sexual abuse began at the 

defendant’s home, and the defendant also gave this survivor numerous gifts.  

 

A third survivor testified that they were also abused by Pettiford in a similar manner. These 

incidents occurred in another state in 2006 while the survivor was 12 -13 years old. Pettiford 

was a friend of the survivor’s family and helped the survivor join a  church youth group in 

which the defendant served as a mentor to teenagers . Pettiford began spending more time with 

the survivor, inviting them to his home and to make runs in Pettiford’s ice cream truck, as well 

as giving them money, clothes, and shoes. Pettiford eventually began having sexual contact 

with the survivor.  

 

The District Attorney’s Office commends each of the survivors for their courage. Their 

testimony was crucial and secured convictions that protect the entire community. 
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Richard Copson, 28, was tried for 1) two counts of incest with a child under the age of 13 and 

2) two counts of statutory rape of a child by an adult. The jury found him guilty as charged. 

Judge Archie sentenced Copson to 300-420 months in prison. Upon his release from prison, 

Copson must register as a sex offender for the rest of his life.  

 

Oscar Rodriguez, 47, was scheduled to be tried for 1) three counts of statutory rape of a child, 

2) four counts of statutory sex offense with a child, 3) sexual activity by a substitute parent,  

and 4) five counts of indecent liberties with a child . With jury selection underway, Rodriguez 

pled guilty to two counts of statutory sex offense with a child . Judge McKnight sentenced him 

to 216-269 months in prison. Upon his release from prison, Rodriguez must register as a sex 

offender for 30 years.  

 

Daryl Sessoms, 56, was tried for assault with a deadly weapon inflicting serious injury. The 

jury found him not guilty.  

 

Decima Choi-Strickland, 41, pled guilty as charged to 1) assault with a deadly weapon 

inflicting serious injury, 2) felony hit and run, 3) assault with a deadly weapon with a minor 

present, and 4) misdemeanor child abuse. For the assault with a deadly weapon with a minor 

present and misdemeanor child abuse charges, Judge McKnight sentenced Choi-Strickland to 

20 days in jail. For the remaining charges, she received a consecutive sentence of  29-47 

months in prison; that sentence was suspended pending her successful completion of 36 months 

of supervised probation. As a condition of the probation, Choi-Strickland must serve 15 days in 

jail.  

 

 

 

Note: For more information about the District Attorney’s Office, visit www.charmeckda.com. For 

updates and other information, follow @CharMeckDA on Facebook, X, & Instagram,  
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