April 8, 2022

Special Agent in Charge Kevin Canty
North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation
5994 Caldwell Park Dr.
Harrisburg, North Carolina 28075
Re: Derrell Lamar Raney Death Investigation

Dear SAC Canty:
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 7A-61, my office has reviewed the investigation surrounding the
shooting death of Derrell Lamar Raney on November 5, 2021. The case was investigated under
case number 2021-03204. The documentation considered for the purposes of this review was
provided by the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation on January 31, 2022.1 The purpose
of this review was to examine whether the actions of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department
Officers Micah Edmunds and James Longworth were unlawful in the incident leading to the
death of Derrell Lamar Raney.
These events occurred in the parking lot of a shopping center located at 9190 Albemarle
Road in Charlotte, North Carolina. A review of the evidence in this matter reveals that Officers
Edmunds, Longworth, Ryans, and Safrit were in the area responding to unrelated calls when
Officer Ryans was informed by a Walmart employee that the security guard told Walmart
employees that an individual had pointed a gun at him in the parking lot. That incident was
captured on the security truck’s dashboard camera. [1] [2]. Officer Ryans relayed this
information to dispatch. Officers Edmunds and Longworth responded to the location while
Officers Ryans and Safrit remained on their original calls.
Body-worn camera footage shows that, upon the officers’ arrival, the security guard
informed both officers that the decedent had pointed a gun at him. When Officers Edmunds and
Longworth encountered the decedent at the far end of the parking lot, the decedent drew the
firearm from his bookbag, first raising it and then lowering it back toward the bookbag. Officers
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Edmunds and Longworth initially gave the decedent commands to put his hands up and
transitioned into commands to “drop the gun” or “set it down.” These commands were ignored
by the decedent, and the decedent can be heard responding to the officers by saying, “it’s over.”
When the decedent again raised the gun, Officers Edmunds and Longworth fired multiple times,
striking the decedent. [3][4].Officers Edmunds and Longworth then approached the decedent,
and Officer Edmunds kicked the gun away from the decedent’s reach. [5][6][7]. The decedent’s
gun was later determined to be loaded with 12 live rounds.
Eight .40 caliber Winchester S&W discharge cartridge casings were located on scene. A
count of the ammunition remaining in Officer Edmunds’ service weapon, a .40 caliber S&W
M&P, showed his weapon to have fired six rounds. A count of the ammunition remaining in
Officer Longworth’s service weapon, also a .40 caliber S&W M&P, showed his weapon to have
fired two rounds.
An autopsy performed on Mr. Raney determined he suffered six gunshot wounds to the
head, chest, and left hand.
As you know, this letter specifically does not address issues relating to tactics, or whether
officers followed correct police procedures or CMPD Directives.
I personally responded to the scene of this incident and monitored the investigation along
with another senior Assistant District Attorney (ADA). I reviewed the investigative file as
provided by the SBI. Finally, consistent with the District Attorney’s Office Officer-Involved
Shooting Protocol, this case was presented to the District Attorney’s Officer-Involved Shooting
Review Team, which is comprised of the office’s most experienced prosecutors.

A.

The role of the District Attorney under North Carolina law

The District Attorney (DA) for the 26th Prosecutorial District is a state official and, as
such, does not answer to city or county governments within the prosecutorial district. The
District Attorney is the chief law enforcement official of the 26th Judicial District, the boundaries
of which are the same as the County of Mecklenburg. The District Attorney has no
administrative authority or control over the personnel of CMPD or other police agencies within
the jurisdiction. That authority and control resides with each city or county government.
Pursuant to North Carolina statute, one of the District Attorney’s obligations is to advise
law enforcement agencies within the prosecutorial district. The DA does not arrest people or
charge people with crimes. When the police charge a person with a crime, the DA decides
whether or not to prosecute the charged crime. Generally, the DA does not review police
decisions not to charge an individual with a crime. However, in officer-involved shooting cases,
the DA reviews the complete investigative file of the investigating agency. The DA then decides
whether he agrees or disagrees with the charging decision made by the police. If the DA
concludes that uncharged conduct should be prosecuted, the case will be submitted to a Grand
Jury.
If no criminal charges are filed, that does not mean the District Attorney’s Office believes
the matter was in all respects handled appropriately from an administrative or tactical viewpoint.

It is simply a determination that there is not a reasonable likelihood of proving criminal charges
beyond a reasonable doubt unanimously to a jury. This is the limit of the DA’s statutory
authority in these matters. The fact that a shooting may be controversial does not mean that
criminal prosecution is warranted. Even if the District Attorney believes a shooting was
avoidable or an officer did not follow expected procedures or norms, this does not necessarily
amount to a violation of criminal law. In these circumstances, remedies (if any are appropriate)
may be pursued by administrative or civil means. The District Attorney has no administrative or
civil authority in these matters. Those remedies are primarily in the purview of city and county
governments, police departments, and private civil attorneys.

B.

Legal standards

The law recognizes an inherent right to use deadly force to protect oneself or others from
death or great bodily harm. This core legal principle is referred to as the right to “self-defense.”
A police officer does not lose the right to self-defense by virtue of becoming a police officer.
Officers are entitled to the same protections of the law as every other individual. An imminent
threat to the life of a police officer or others entitles the officer to respond in such a way as to
stop that threat.
Under North Carolina law, the burden of proof is on the State to prove beyond a
reasonable doubt that a defendant did not act in self-defense of himself or others. The Supreme
Court of North Carolina defined the law of self-defense in State v. Norris, 303 N.C. 526 (1981).
A killing is justified under North Carolina law if it appeared to a person that it was necessary to
kill in order to save himself or another from death or great bodily harm. The law requires that the
belief in the necessity to kill must be reasonable under the circumstances. Id. at 530.

C.

Use of deadly force by a law enforcement officer

The same legal standards apply to law enforcement officers and private citizens alike.
However, officers fulfilling their sworn duty to enforce the laws of this State are often placed in
situations in which they are required to confront rather than avoid potentially dangerous people
and situations.
The United States Supreme Court stated, “[t]he ‘reasonableness’ of a particular use of
force must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with
the 20/20 vision of hindsight.” Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386, 396 (1989). The Court further
explained that “[t]he calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police
officers are often forced to make split-second judgments – in circumstances that are tense,
uncertain, and rapidly evolving – about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular
situation.” Id. at 396–97. A situation in which an officer is confronting an armed person with
uncertain motives is by definition dangerous, and such a circumstance will almost always be
tense, uncertain and rapidly evolving. In these circumstances, we are not deciding whether the
officer’s belief in the need to use deadly force was correct but only whether his belief in the
necessity of such force was reasonable.

In conducting a legal analysis, this office must take its guidance from the law, and a
decision must not be based upon public sentiment or outcry. The obligation of a District Attorney
is clear; he must simply apply the law to the known facts.
What the law demands is an evaluation of the reasonableness of the officer’s decision at
the moment he fired the shot. The Supreme Court of the United States has provided guidance on
what is objectively reasonable and how such an analysis should be conducted. That guidance
indicates that it is inappropriate to employ “the 20/20 vision of hindsight,” and an analysis must
make “allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make split-second
judgments.” See Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. at 396. The Court suggests that when reviewing
use of force cases, caution should be used to avoid analysis “more reflective of the ‘peace of a
judge’s chambers’ than of a dangerous and threatening situation on the street.” Elliot v. Leavitt,
99 F.3d. 640, 643 (4th Cir. 1996).

D.

The officer-involved shooting of Derrell Lamar Raney
Officer Micah Edmunds

Officer Micah Edmunds was interviewed by SBI agents on November 17, 2021, at the
SBI District Office in Harrisburg, North Carolina. In that interview, Officer Edmunds stated that
he responded to investigate an assault with a deadly weapon report that occurred in the Walmart
parking lot on November 5. Officer Edmunds recalled that he parked beside the security truck,
and he and Officer Longworth exited the patrol car at which point the security guard pointed in
the direction of the decedent.
Officer Edmunds recalled that the decedent was seated on the ground. He described the
decedent as a male wearing a blue jean jacket, blue jean pants, and a white hoodie with the hood
over his head. There was a backpack propped up in front of the decedent’s hands.
Officer Edmunds stated that he pulled his handgun out of his holster and gave loud verbal
commands to “show your hands.” Officer Edmunds recounted that the decedent raised the gun in
his right hand. The pistol was a full-size handgun with a silver slide. Officer Edmunds stated that
the decedent had a full grip on the handgun during the whole encounter. The decedent leaned
back and pulled the gun up toward Officer Edmunds, who said he believed the decedent was
going to shoot the gun.
Officer Edmunds said he gave additional loud verbal commands to the decedent to “drop
the firearm,” “it is okay,” and “it is not a big deal.” The decedent did not respond to the
commands. Officer Edmunds recounted there was no dialogue between he and the decedent.
Instead, the decedent just stared at Officer Edmunds.
Officer Edmunds stated he accounted for the backdrop of the area and fired three shots at
the decedent, who then leaned to his right side. Officer Edmunds recounted that he then
discharged an additional two shots because the decedent still had a grip on the handgun, and he
believed he was still a threat. He reported that after the additional two shots, the decedent
dropped the handgun. Officer Edmunds stated that he then approached the decedent and, using
his left leg, pushed the handgun away from the decedent’s reach. He then placed the decedent on

his stomach, handcuffed his hands behind his back, and searched the decedent to ensure there
were no other weapons. After the search, Officer Edmunds began providing first aid.
Officer Edmunds stated that he discharged his handgun because of the imminent threat of
death and serious bodily harm the decedent posed to Officer Edmunds, Officer Longworth, the
security guard, and the other citizens in the area.
Officer James Longworth
Officer James Longworth was interviewed by SBI agents on November 12, 2021, at the
SBI District Office in Harrisburg, North Carolina. Officer Longworth recounted that on
November 5, Officer Ryans reported that a person had pointed a gun at a security guard. Officer
Longworth responded to the scene with Officer Edmunds. Officer Longworth stated that he and
Officer Edmunds arrived and approached the decedent. Officer Longworth estimated he was
approximately 20 feet from the decedent, who was sitting in the grass and had a backpack or
sweatshirt on his lap. Officer Longworth recalled that the decedent’s right hand was concealed.
Officer Longworth stated that both he and Officer Edmunds gave the decedent commands and
received no response. Officer Longworth could not recall exactly what his commands were, but
he said they were along the lines of “show us your hands” or “drop the gun.” Officer Longworth
recounted that the decedent did not respond to the commands and had a “glazed over” look on
his face.
Officer Longworth stated that he approached to the right of the decedent to put some
space between himself and Officer Edmunds. Officer Longworth recalled that the decedent’s
right hand came out of concealment quickly, and he was holding what appeared to be a semiautomatic handgun. Officer Longworth stated he believed the decedent was going to attempt to
fire. Officer Longworth did not recall whether the gun was pointed at him but said that the gun
came up high enough so he could see it.
Officer Longworth stated that he believed Officer Edmunds fired first. Officer Longworth
reported that he fired his weapon twice. He did not know how many times Officer Edmunds
fired. Officer Longworth recounted that he stopped firing when the decedent stopped moving,
and he then approached the decedent. Officer Longworth recalled that Officer Edmunds kicked
the gun away from the decedent so the decedent could not re-engage. When he approached the
decedent, Officer Longworth noticed the slide on the gun was back as if it had jammed. While he
did not recall the decedent firing the weapon during the encounter, he was not sure whether the
decedent had fired or had possibly fired the gun previously. He and Officer Edmunds then
handcuffed the decedent.
Officer Longworth stated that he fired at the decedent because of the imminent threat of
bodily injury to himself, Officer Edmunds, and the countless members of the public that were in
the area during this incident.

S.S.2
S.S. was interviewed by SBI agents on November 5, 2021, at the CMPD Law
Enforcement Center. S.S. informed agents that he is employed as a private security guard and
was working in that capacity that day.
S.S. recalled hearing a loud noise, which was possibly a gunshot, earlier in the day on
November 5 when he was making his rounds. While patrolling the area that afternoon, S.S.
observed the decedent loitering and asked him to leave. S.S. described the decedent’s clothing as
a silver hoodie, blue jacket, blue jeans, and a black backpack. The decedent left the area but later
returned, and S.S. reapproached the decedent. S.S. recalled that as he approached, S.S. heard the
decedent talking to himself. As S.S. spoke to the decedent, the decedent pulled a gun out of his
bookbag and pointed it at S.S., saying something like, “If you don’t leave, I will shoot you.” S.S.
described the gun as a 9mm or a .45 caliber handgun, silver on top and black on the bottom. S.S.
backed away and saw the decedent place the gun back into his bookbag.
S.S. reported that he called Walmart management and advised them to keep everyone
inside the store. Walmart management dialed 911. S.S. stated that two officers were close to the
area and arrived quickly. S.S. recalled that when the officers approached the decedent, the
decedent pulled the handgun out from the backpack. S.S. said the two officers told the decedent
to drop the gun, but he refused. S.S. recounted that the decedent then pointed the gun at the two
officers, and they shot him. S.S. stated that the events unfolded quickly, and both officers fired
their weapons.
S.S. stated that he believed the decedent was going to shoot him and the officers.
T.K.
T.K. was interviewed by SBI agents on November 5, 2021, at the CMPD Law
Enforcement Center. T.K. reported that he had been shopping at Walmart that afternoon. T.K.
recalled that, as he exited the store, he saw a security officer and two police cars in the rear of the
parking lot. T.K. recounted he saw a person lying flat on the ground. T.K. said he was
approximately 60-70 yards away but believed he heard someone yell, “Put down the gun.”
T.K. stated that the decedent raised up and motioned like he had something in his right
hand. T.K. saw an object in his hand but was unable to identify what the object was. T.K. noticed
the officers had their firearms drawn and recounted that, within seconds, he heard multiple
gunshots. T.K. did not know who fired first.
T.K. noted that the officers were dressed in police uniforms and reported that he believed
the officers behaved professionally.
C.G.
C.G. was interviewed by an SBI agent on November 6, 2021. C.G. had been working at a
gas station near the scene of the shooting. C.G. stated that a customer told her police had their
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guns drawn outside. C.G. exited the gas station and walked toward the scene. C.G. reported that
she saw a single police officer and heard him say, “drop your weapon” three times to a male in a
kneeling position. The male was holding a gun in his right hand next to his chest, but she did not
see him point the gun in the direction of the officer or the security guard. She recalled that the
officer fired three times, and she saw the decedent fall to the ground. She stated that the officer
then fired nine to 12 more times at the decedent. C.G. stated that the officer “did everything he
was supposed to do. He did the right thing. It’s like [the decedent] wanted it to happen.”
C.G. stated she saw the decedent in the same area as the shooting earlier in the afternoon
He was alone and kneeling in the same fashion as he was at the time of the shooting. C.G. also
noted that approximately one hour before the shooting, she heard a gunshot in the area close to
her gas station and then saw the decedent run through the gas station parking lot toward the
Walmart parking lot.
Joe
While the SBI agent was interviewing C.G, Joe, a gas station customer, informed the
agent that the decedent shot at him earlier in the afternoon of November 5, 2021. Joe refused to
fully identify himself to the SBI agent.

E.

Video evidence

The security truck driven by S.S. was equipped with a dash camera that recorded the
decedent pointing a gun at him. The dash camera did not record the officer-involved shooting.
Still image captures from this video have been included as exhibits to this report.
Both Officers Edmunds and Longworth were wearing body-worn cameras at the time of
the shooting. The footage shows that upon their arrival, the security guard informed both officers
that the decedent had pointed a gun at him. When Officers Edmunds and Longworth encountered
the decedent at the far end of the parking lot, the decedent drew the firearm from his bookbag,
first raising it and then lowering it back toward the bookbag. The video shows that Officers
Edmunds and Longworth initially gave the decedent commands to put his hands up and
transitioned into commands to “drop the gun” or “set it down.” While these commands were
ignored by the decedent, the decedent can be heard responding to the officers by saying, “it’s
over.” When the decedent again raised the gun, Officers Edmunds and Longworth fired multiple
times, striking the decedent. Officers Edmunds and Longworth then approached the decedent,
and Officer Edmunds kicked the gun away from the decedent’s reach. Still image captures from
these videos have been included as exhibits to this report.

F.

Autopsy report

The Mecklenburg County Medical Examiner’s Office performed an autopsy on Derrell
Raney on November 6, 2021. The autopsy determined that the decedent suffered six gunshot
wounds to the left hand, chest, and head. The cause of death was determined to be multiple
gunshot wounds. A blood toxicology screening revealed nicotine and a very small amount of

methamphetamine in the decedent’s system. A copy of the autopsy report is included as an
exhibit to this report.

G.

Previous interaction with law enforcement

Although not relevant to the state of mind of Officers Edmunds and Longworth at the
time of the incident, it is important to note that the decedent appeared to be experiencing a
mental health episode at the time of the shooting.
According to CMPD reports, on the morning of November 5, 2021, a CMPD officer
responded to a report placed by the decedent. The report was investigated under CMPD
complaint number 2021-1105-0558-00. When the officer arrived, the decedent reported that,
after having an argument with a family member, a tall white male led him into the woods, where
he discovered two dead bodies with large satanic symbols hanging above them. CMPD, the
Charlotte Fire Department, and Medic all searched the woods but were unable to locate any
bodies or signs of a struggle. Meanwhile, CMPD officers responded to speak with the decedent’s
family member, who reported that he had been experiencing mental health issues.3
CMPD had the decedent speak with Medic to be evaluated, and then officers offered him
a ride back to his family member’s residence. A search of the decedent prior to transport – in
accordance with CMPD policy – revealed a Smith & Wesson magazine loaded with six rounds
but no firearm.
Upon arriving at the decedent’s family member’s residence, the decedent’s relative
indicated they felt unsafe allowing the decedent in their home, stating that the decedent was
having mental health issues. The officer instructed the relative on how to apply to have the
decedent involuntarily committed and then provided the decedent a ride to the gas station at 6721
Albemarle Road. The officer reported that while transporting the decedent to the gas station, the
officer asked the decedent multiple times whether he could take him to a hospital or a mental
health facility, but the decedent declined. The officer reported that he turned the Smith &
Wesson magazine into CMPD’s property control department for safekeeping.

G.

Conclusion

It is undisputed that Officers Edmunds and Longworth fired their service weapons. Spent
casings found on the scene and the results of a count of the ammunition remaining in each
officer’s weapon suggests Officer Edmunds fired his weapon six times and Officer Longworth
fired his weapon twice.
The central issue in this review is whether Officers Edmunds and Longworth were
justified under North Carolina law in using deadly force in the protection of themselves or
another. A police officer – or any other person – is justified in using deadly force if he in fact
believed that he or another person was in imminent danger of great bodily harm or death from
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the actions of the person who was shot and if his belief was reasonable. The statements of the
civilian witnesses, physical evidence, body-worn camera videos, and surveillance videos
corroborate the account of the events given by the witnesses, as well as Officers Edmunds and
Longworth.
The credible evidence suggests the decedent pointed a gun at a security guard, resulting
in the response of Officers Edmunds and Longworth. Upon their arrival, the security guard
directed the officers to the decedent and informed the officers that the decedent had pointed a
gun at him. Officers Edmunds and Longworth approached the decedent with their guns drawn
while giving the decedent commands to show his hands. At this time, the decedent’s hand was
concealed in a backpack. As the officers continued to approach, the decedent drew a firearm
from the backpack with his right hand and stated, “it’s over.” The officers gave the decedent
several commands to drop the weapon, and those commands were ignored. The decedent then
slightly raised the gun in the direction of the officers. At this point, Officer Edmunds fired six
times, and Officer Edmunds fired twice, killing the decedent.
The evidence in this case would be insufficient to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable
doubt that Officers Edmunds and Longworth did not act in defense of themselves or another. The
corroborated evidence tends to show that Officers Edmunds and Longworth were indeed
reasonable in their belief that the decedent posed an imminent threat of great bodily harm or
death to themselves and the public. Accordingly, I will not be seeking charges related to the
death of Derrell Raney.
If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Spencer B. Merriweather III
District Attorney

CC: Chief Johnny Jennings, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department

Exhibits:
The decedent pointed a gun at a security guard, resulting in CMPD’s response.

Return

The decedent continued to point the gun after the security officer retreated.

Return

View from Officer Edmunds’ BWC just prior to the shooting.

Return

View from Officer Longworth’s BWC just prior to the shooting.

Return

The location of the decedent’s gun immediately after the shooting.

Return

Officer Edmunds kicking the gun away from the decedent.

Return

The decedent’s Smith & Wesson handgun.

Return

