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Three murderers sent to prison after pleading guilty in homicide cases
The Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s Homicide Team convicted three
defendants today in Mecklenburg County Superior Court. The defendants entered their guilty
pleas in courtroom 5350 before The Honorable W. Robert Bell, Superior Court Judge.
CHARLOTTE, N.C.

–

Joseph Lloyd Rayfield, 43, pled guilty to 1) second -degree murder and 2) robbery
with a dangerous weapon in connection with the July 2012 murder of Alfred Michael
Smith, 52. Judge Bell sentenced Rayfield to 258-322 months in prison for the murder
offense and an additional 84-113 months in prison for the robbery offense. Those
sentences are to be served consecutively. In July 2012, Rayfield got into an argument
with Mr. Smith at Mr. Smith’s home on Red Hickory Lane in Charlotte. Rayfield
choked Mr. Smith and beat him with a log. Rayfield then took jewelry and other items
from the home. Before he fled, Rayfield choked Mr. Smith again and cut him with a Joseph Lloyd Rayfield
knife. Rayfield was later arrested in Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Brandon Blakeney, 32, pled guilty to second-degree murder for the December 2011
killing of his wife, 34-year-old Catherine Blakeney. Judge Bell sentenced Blakeney to
240-300 months in prison. Ms. Blakeney’s parents called Charlotte -Mecklenburg
police in December 2011 because they had not heard from their daughter. Police went
to the Blakeneys’ home in Charlotte on three occasions to inquire about Ms. Blakeney.
On the third occasion, Mr. Blakeney gave consent for officers to enter the home. An
officer discovered Ms. Blakeney’s body in a locked upstairs bedroom. Her cause of
death was identified as undetermined trauma, and the medical examiner found injuries
consistent with strangulation. Based on evidence gathered in the investigation, Ms.
Blakeney was killed by her husband weeks before police found her body. The
defendant also killed one of Ms. Blakeney’s dogs.

Brandon Blakeney

Cassandra Mingo, 27, pled guilty to second-degree murder for the September 2011
killing of 21-month-old Coltton Doleman. Judge Bell sentenced Mingo to 160-201
months in prison. In September 2011, Coltton died at an area hospital after Mingo
reported that he’d fallen down the stairs as she was babysitting him while the child’s
mother was at work. An autopsy, however, revealed that the child’s injuries were not
consistent with falling down stairs. Mingo later told investigators that a shelf fell on
the boy days before his death, and on the day he died, Mingo struck Coltton several
times when he tried to grab something from her hand.
Cassandra Mingo
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Note: Almost all guilty pleas entered in criminal administrative court are the result of an agreed upon
plea arrangement between the State and the defendant, which is then approved by the sentencing judge.
For more information about why most cases must b e resolved by plea negotiation instead of jury trial,
please visit the “Understanding Criminal Court” section of the DA’s website at www.charmeckda.com.

// End //

This news re lease was posted by the D istrict Att orney at www.cha rmeckda.com /ne ws . For m ore information, contact t he D A’s Office at 704 -686-0700.
Page 2 of 2

